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Review
Last week in our study of Jesus’ “Sermon on the 
Mountainside”, Jesus pointed to the fact that He had come to 
fulfill the Law and the Prophets, not do away with them.

The summary of the Old Testament Law and the Prophets is 
to love God with all your heart and love your neighbor as 
yourself. Much of the Jewish religion had been diluted and 
even twisted to focus on religious tradition and legalism, 
resulting in bondage for the people. As Jesus taught the 
people, he contrasted the religious traditions and their lower 
standard,(“you have heard that it was said…”), with the 
higher standard (“but I say…”), which focused on the heart of 
God’s Law. These higher standards can be met in the power 
of the Holy Spirit.

Last week, we learned about Jesus raising the bar higher in 
the
following areas:

-from don’t murder, to don’t harbor anger or insult or 
name-call
-from don’t commit adultery, to don’t even think lustfully
-from be kind when you divorce your wife, to don’t get 
divorced at all



This morning, we will pick up where we left off, as Jesus 
continues to address areas where the bar needs to be lifted 
higher.

Read Matthew 5:33-37 
• How did the religious leaders teach about taking an oath 

and the how did the leaders apply this teaching?

• What does Jesus teach about taking oaths?

• Why is important for us to speak carefully when we give 
an oath? (vs.34-37)

• What should be true about our speech? (vs.36-37)



• How are we to respond to the “higher standard” when it 
comes to giving an oath?

Read Matthew 5:38-42 
• What was the original thought for “an eye for an eye and 

a tooth for a tooth”? (Exodus 21:24; Leviticus 24:20)

• What kind of people would be classified as evil here and 
what is the higher standard that Jesus taught? (vs.39)



• What qualities ought to replace those desires for 
revenge?

• Jesus is calling us to a higher standard where we do not 
worry about evening up the score or looking for 
paybacks. What does Jesus want us to do when 
someone is taking advantage of us?

To many Jews of Jesus' day, these statements were 
offensive because they certainly did not expect the Messiah 
to turn aside from violence. Since they were under Roman 
oppression, they wanted retaliation against their enemies, 
whom they hated. But Jesus suggested a new, radical 
response to injustice: Instead of demanding rights, give them 
up freely!

Matthew 5:43-48
• What was the old saying concerning your enemies? 

(vs.43)



• Only the first part of the verse comes from the Old 
Testament. How does this reveal how Scripture can be 
misused? (Leviticus 19:18)

• What is the higher standard that Jesus taught his 
disciples and the multitude? Would we do that? Why or 
why not?

• Because we are sons and daughters of God – what 
compels us to respond to our enemies with love? (vs.45)



• What does it mean that the sun shines on both evil and 
good people – also, it rains on both just and unjust 
people? (vs.45)

• Why is it so important that we, as followers of Jesus live 
by this higher standard? (vs.46-47)

• Christ calls all his disciples to excel, to rise above 
mediocrity, and to live the higher standard in every area, 
becoming like Him. How would describe your spiritual life 
in each of these areas- are you living by the higher 
standard or just getting by? 



• What can you do to move toward Jesus in the various 
areas you have described?

Notes: 
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